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NEW CHAMPION FOR COUNTRYSIDE CHALLENGES

Campaigners in Cambridgeshire have a new champion for countryside causes.  Michael Monk, a planning guru from Huntingdonshire, has taken over as Chairman of the county branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).  He succeeds Mike Bratby who has stepped down after more than eight years.

Mr Monk has lived and worked in Cambridgeshire since the mid 1960s, a period which has seen massive expansion of many of the county’s towns and villages.  His planning career has witnessed Peterborough double in size to become a “new town”, also the rise in Hi-tech industries and development which became known as the Cambridge Phenomenon.

“I have also seen several of our market towns absorbing London overspill.  Also many of our villages found themselves with new “commuter” developments, which haven’t always been sympathetic with their existing character,” said Mr Monk.  “Yet, paradoxically, despite population growth, they have seen a dramatic decline in village services such as shops, schools, libraries and bus services.

“I know that planning can get a bad press, and I recognise mistakes have been made, but I am also acutely aware of just how much worse things might have been if it were not for the planning system we have”.

Mr Monk sees many new challenges ahead for CPRE, not least the Coalition Government’s new Localism Bill which will he says will be of great importance to our countryside and rural communities. “CPRE will be looking carefully at it and seeking to improve it as it passes through its various stages in becoming law. It will form the foundation for reform of the planning system. There are some aspects of it which we may welcome, such as passing power to local communities, but I am concerned that there may be disillusionment when local communities find that they are not able to prevent large scale developments which can impact on them and the countryside,” said Mr Monk. 

He also identifies several challenges at a local level:

· Cambridge Airport, once scheduled for 12,500 houses is no longer available.

· The new owners of Alconbury Airfield are revising their aspirations for this, the largest brownfield site in Cambridgeshire, to create a major mixed development rather than the previous proposal for warehouses and a freight interchange.

· The massive reduction in public spending which will affect the provision of vital infrastructure, not least the cancelling of the A14 improvements.

“CPRE will need to remind local councils and Government that previously agreed levels of growth were to be backed up by Government putting right the existing infrastructure deficit, rather than making it worse.” 

For further information of to arrange interviews please contact: Michael Monk: Tel: 01480 456634.

Mob: 07761 372224       Or Ali Sargent, Press Officer:   Mob: 07776 255193
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