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PETERBOROUGH NEEDS GREEN BELT SAY CPRE
The countryside campaigning group CPRE is calling for a Green Belt to be established to control and guide the expansion of Peterborough. The group is increasingly concerned about plans to build 25,000 more homes in and around the City as part of the City Council’s Core Strategy and Allocations Planning Document.

Sally Jackson, CPRE’s planning spokesman for Peterborough said, “We understand the need for more homes but we believe priority should be given to the redevelopment of brownfield sites rather than taking up huge areas of countryside. 
“A Green Belt would allow us to shape the city’s growth while protecting its character and countryside setting. We are particularly concerned about the Great Haddon project to the south-west of the city which would see houses built right up to the A1 and A15.  This which would destroy the beautiful countryside and engulf the historic landscape associated with the Napoleonic prisoner of war camp at Norman Cross. It would also effectively merge Yaxley into a Greater Peterborough conurbation with no real separation.“
Mrs Jackson also voiced her support for those campaigning to stop the proposed expansion at Eye to the east of the City which has recently seen many people objecting to the plans at public meetings. She said, “We have a lot of sympathy for the views of the Eye residents who feel their village will be swamped by new development. Tagging housing estates onto villages is an old policy now largely discredited as unsustainable and damaging to village character.”

CPRE is concerned that many people assume green fields around cities are Green Belt.  In fact it needs special designation for countryside to be fully protected. CPRE intends to put the argument for a Green Belt to the public examinations by an independent inspector into Peterborough’s expansion plans.

For further information or to arrange interviews:

Please contact Sally Jackson: Tel: 01733 253483
jackson.sallyann@googlemail.com or Ali Sargent:  Mob: 07776 255193
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